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Through technical investigation,
the couple’s house in Chhatar-
pur Enclave was located and
raided. The two were arrested
and some stolen jewellery was
recovered,” Hooda said.

The search of the house also
led to the recovery of 83 bottles
of alcohol, which the couple has
claimed belonged to Arora’s
brother, who illegally purchased
and sold liquor. A pistol that
Arora had kept was also recov-
ered, police said. 

“We are trying to recover the
rest of the jewellery that was not
found at the couple’s house. The
two needed money for their lav-
ish lifestyle. Their only source of
income was ₹7,000 that Arora
used to earn as rent of his shop.
He earlier ran a restaurant but it
permanently shut during the
Covid lockdowns,” said another
investigator. 

Karn Pratap Singh

karn.singh@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Two days after a
75-year-old woman was robbed
and killed in her south Delhi
house, police solved the case on
Thursday by arresting the vic-
tim’s former house help and her
husband, officers aware of the
matter said.

Kulwant Kaur Sethi, who lived
on the first floor of a two-storey
building in Amar Colony, was
found dead in a pool of blood on
Tuesday with all her jewellery
missing. 

On Thursday, police said Sethi
was killed by her former house
help, Rani (single name), and
Rani’s husband Yogesh Kumar
Arora. Apart from some of the
stolen jewellery, police also
recovered a pistol with two car-
tridges and 83 bottles of foreign
alcohol.

According to an investigator
familiar with the case, Rani
visited Sethi on Sunday to
inform her about her wedding.
On finding that Sethi was living
alone after her husband’s death,
Rani and Arora hatched a plan
to kill the elderly woman and
steal her cash and valuables, the
officer said.

“Rani visited the house again
on Tuesday at around 4 pm with
her husband, but this time to
execute their plan,” the investi-
gator said on condition of ano-
nymity, adding that she and
Arora strangled Sethi with her
dupatta, removed all the jewel-

lery on her person, before tear-
ing off her earrings.

“The couple wanted to ran-
sack the entire house for cash
and other valuables. But they got
cold feet after seeing the woman
dead and bleeding on the floor.
They fled with whatever jewel-
lery they found on her body,” the
officer said.

Soon after they fled, at around
5pm, Sethi’s current house help,
Sameena Parveen, discovered
the body and raised an alarm.

A police team from the Amar
Colony police station arrived and
Sethi was rushed to a nearby
hospital, where she was declared
brought dead.

A case of murder was regis-

tered and several teams, includ-
ing the special staff of southeast
district police, were tasked with
solving the case. Since Sethi’s
assailants had gained a friendly
entry into the house, investiga-
tors suspected the role of some-
one known to her.

During an investigation into
the case, Sethi’s daughter
revealed that Rani had visited
her mother, said special com-
missioner of police (law and
order) Sagar Preet Hooda.

“Scanning of CCTV cameras in
the neighbourhood also con-
firmed that Rani had come to the
area on two days – first on
November 6 and them on
November 8 with her husband.

Ex-help, her husband held 
for murder in Amar Colony 

Murder most foul
November 6: Rani, 
Kulwant Sethi's former 
domestic help, visits 
her to inform her 
about her wedding, 
finds her living alone. 
She and her husband 
hatch a plan to rob and kill her

November 8

4pm: Rani and her husband strangle 
Sethi with her dupatta. They tear off her 
earrings and plan to ransack the house, 
but get cold feet after seeing Sethi dead

5pm: Sameena Parveen, Sethi's current 
house help, discovers the body

November 10: Police raid Rani’s house 
in Chhatarpur Enclave, discover some of 
the stolen jewellery, and arrest the 
couple

NEW DELHI: Three mis-
creants barged into the
house of a 52-year-old
woman in outer Delhi’s
Prem Nagar  and robbed
her of cash and jewellery
on Wednesday night,
before fleeing on a
motorcycle, police said.
Teams have been formed
to identify and nab the
robbers, police said on
Thursday. HTC

Woman robbed at 

outer Delhi home

HT Correspondent 

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Commission for
Air Quality Management
(CAQM) in National Capital
Region (NCR) and Adjoining
Areas on Thursday said it would
tap the technical and academic
expertise of reputed scientific
institutions to tackle air pollu-
tion, while approving seven pro-
jects to tackle different aspects
and sources of pollution in the
region. The projects involve arti-

ficial intelligence, drones and
developing a Decision Support
System (DSS) tool for neighbour-
ing NCR towns, CAQM said.

One project looks at counting
vehicles using artificial intelli-
gence and machine learning in
order to develop an emissions
inventory. This will also help
assess traffic density on different
roads. “The vehicle counting will
be done by uploading footage
from CCTV cameras on a cloud
platform developed by CSIR-Na-
tional Environmental Engineer-

ing Research Institute in Nagpur.
This will help prepare the air
pollution emission inventory
with the help of vehicle count for
urban centres,” said CAQM in a
statement on Thursday. 

Another project is an autono-
mous drone swarm framework,
which will allow real-time air
quality monitoring and pollution
quantification in NCR’s hotspots.
The project will be executed by
the Thapar Institute of Engineer-
ing and Technology in Patiala,
Punjab. “The objective of the

project is to develop an AI-based
technique for flying drones on a
specified trajectory with mini-
mal human intervention for
real-time air quality monitor-
ing,” CAQM said. 

Other projects awarded and
approved include an ambient air
purification system developed by
SASTRA University in Thanja-
vur. This project claims to
reduce the Air Quality Index by
25-50% in an area and will be
tested in a busy marketplace . 

IIT Delhi’s “Under-actuated

Filterless Air Cleaner Retrofit for
Rolling Stock and Vehicles”
project is also one of the seven
projects approved. 

Pratima Singh, senior
research scientist at the Center
for Air Pollution Studies at the
Center for Study of Science,
Technology and Policy (CSTEP),
said a majority of the projects
consisted of monitoring devices
and did not focus on control of
emissions. “Low-hanging fruit
such as waste-burning could
have been tackled too,” she said.

CAQM plans new tech gadgets to fight pollution

Utkarsh Anand

utkarsh.anand@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Not everything is
judicially manageable, the
Supreme Court remarked on
Thursday as it declined to grant
an urgent hearing to a public
interest litigation (PIL) demand-
ing fresh guidelines on stubble
burning and other urgent steps
to curb the rising air pollution. 

Chief Justice of India Dhanan-
jaya Y Chandrachud expressed
his indisposition to assign an
immediate date of hearing to the
PIL filed by advocate Shashank
Shekhar Jha, observing there are
certain things which even a
court cannot do. 

Jha mentioned the matter
before the CJI, complaining that

his petition for issuance of fresh
directives to check the worsen-
ing air quality in Delhi-NCR was
to come up for a hearing on
November 10, but was not listed.

“So, what’s your solution to
this problem?” justice Chandra-
chud asked Jha, who responded
that a ban on stubble burning
needs to be imposed. 

To this, the CJI retorted: “You
think, it is going to stop then?
Can we enforce such a ban
against every farmer across Pun-
jab and Uttar Pradesh? Let’s
have some genuine solu-
tions...there are some things
courts are not judicially
equipped to do.”

While Jha urged the bench to
take up his plea for a detailed
hearing, justice Chandrachud

was not inclined. “We have
heard you. We are not going to
take it up immediately,” he said.

On November 4, upon a
request made by Jha, previous
CJI Uday Umesh Lalit had said
that his petition would be listed
for a hearing on November 10.
On that day, the then CJI
observed: “No doubt, the situa-
tion definitely requires interven-
tion...but we are only on whether
that intervention should be
under Article 32 (a PIL to
enforce fundamental rights).”

To be sure, Delhi recorded the
AQI of 447 on November 4 -- the
highest this season so far --
according to the daily 4pm bulle-
tin by the Central Pollution Con-
trol Board (CPCB) that is taken as
the day’s official reading.

SC rejects urgent hearing 
on plea against farm fires 

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) has writ-
ten to the Commission for Air
Quality Management (CAQM) to
allow the construction of a cru-
cial drain project in Dwarka’s
Sector 8, which is essential to
ensure that there is no water-
logging at the Indira Gandhi
International (IGI) Airport. 

The ₹69.72 crore project
involves the construction of a
3km drain from the airport to
Bharat Vandana Park in
Dwarka, and further to the
trunk drain. 

DDA officials said
that due to a ban
imposed on the
movement of heavy
vehicles and of con-
struction activity as
part of the Graded
Response Action
Plan (Grap), they
are not able to start
the work on site.

“The project recently got all
the necessary clearances and
the construction work was to
start in October. But then the
ban was imposed. We have writ-
ten to the CAQM and will be
meeting officials on Friday to
discuss the issue,” said a senior
DDA official.

A CAQM official said a review
meeting on the Grap has been
called on Friday. “If further
restrictions are lifted, then these
projects may be allowed to
resume operations. Therefore, a
review of all projects will only
take place after this meeting,”
the official said.

DDA ASKS CAQM 
FOR PERMISSION 
TO START WORK 
ON DWARKA DRAIN

Jasjeev Gandhiok

jasjeev.gandhiok@hindustantimes.com

New Delhi Delhi’s air quality
deteriorated on Thursday but
remained in the “poor” cate-
gory for a second consecutive
day, with an air quality index
(AQI) value of 295, according to
the Central Pollution Control
Board’s national bulletin
released at 4 pm. 

The Capital’s AQI was 260 on
Wednesday. Officials said the
wind changed direction on
Thursday, allowing stubble

intrusion to reach
Delhi, but local
winds remained
strong and did not
allow the air quality
to deteriorate sig-
nificantly.

In the wake of
this spell of rela-
tively clean air, the
Commission for Air
Quality Manage-

ment (CAQM) will hold a
review meeting on curbs on
Friday, officials said. “The
CAQM is keeping a close watch
on the changing air quality sce-
nario of Delhi-NCR and accord-
ingly, the Sub-Committee of the

Commission on Grap will con-
vene a meeting tomorrow (Fri-
day) to comprehensively
review the situation for appro-
priate decision,” CAQM said in
a statement. Forecasts by the
Early Warning System (EWS)
for Delhi, used by CAQM to
take pre-emptive action, shows
the city’s AQI is likely to
remain “poor” until November
13. 

VK Soni, scientist at IMD and
part of the CAQM sub-commit-
tee on Grap, said despite the

intrusion from farm fires, local
wind speeds did not allowing
pollutants to accumulate. “We
will continue to see strong
winds in the next two days and
this will negate the impact of
stubble emissions.”

The System of Air Quality of
Weather Forecasting and
Research (Safar),  said the con-
tribution of stubble burning to
Delhi’s PM2.5 pollutants was
8% on Wednesday -- up from a
contribution of 5% on Wednes-
day.

Strong local winds help 
AQI in Delhi to stay poor

Delhi recorded an AQI of 295  on Thursday. RAJ K RAJ/HT PHOTO
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